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16 July 2015  

Elections Crisis in Burundi and Regional Impact 

 
General developments 

 

Media reports indicate that in a meeting with the 

Government of Burundi and opposition in Bujumbura on 14 

July, Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni, appointed by 

the East African Community (EAC) to facilitate dialogue, 

urged Burundi leaders to strive for unity. He added that 

sectarianism is a threat to development.   

 

Following fighting in Kayanza Province between Burundi 

Government forces and unknown groups on 10 and 11 July, 

the government arrested 221 people. Meanwhile, the 

Burundi Red Cross Society confirms that more than 200 

people displaced by the fighting have returned to their 

homes following calm in the area.   

 

Humanitarian  

 

According to UNICEF, at least eight children died 

following a flare in violence around 29 June during the 

legislative elections and Burundi’s Independence Day on 1 July. Some 86 children formally held on protest-

related charges have been released as of 14 July.  In a worrying indication that some children are lacking 

access to their basic right to education, some 12 students were reported to have been barred from their 

secondary school in Muyinga Commune, Muyinga Province on the grounds of their political affiliation. The 

Ombudsman commission is currently on mission in Muyinga to further investigate the case. Child-Friendly 

Spaces (CFS) have been set up and begun operation across Bujumbura Mairie for the upcoming 3-4 months. 

Training for 60 animators on psychosocial support is being planned to address rising needs among children.  

 

UNICEF reports that a total of 180 cholera cases have been confirmed in Burundi, with only two cases in the 

last five days of the reporting period, a positive indicator of preventive and control measures put in place. 

UNICEF is providing cholera kits and additional human resources through an agreement with the Africa 

Humanitarian Action (AHA).   

 
The insecurity is having a particularly negative 

impact on the food and economic security of 

the most vulnerable in Burundi. Many are 

selling their crops at low prices to reap early 

profits in the event they will flee the country. 

According to WFP, the vulnerability of 

communities has also increased as family 

members have fled to neighboring countries, 

leaving fewer people to attend the land, in a 

country where 90 per cent of the population 

relies exclusively on agriculture. This increased 

vulnerability is likely to generate new 

humanitarian needs.  

Humanitarian partners are concerned about the larger socio-economic impact of the political crisis as foreign 

aid has significantly decreased since the onset of the crisis.  

Source: GHI - Global Hunger Index graph comparing Burundi and its peers 
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Regional impact 

Since the beginning of April 2015, over 166,000 people (see UNHCR web portal 

http://data.unhcr.org/burundi) have fled to neighboring countries due to election-related violence and fear in 

Burundi. Yet donor response to the funding request has been slow. As of 10 July, the Regional Refugee 

Response Plan which requested US$207 is only 14 per cent funded.   
 

Country         April          May       June  July (as of 10th)             Total 

Rwanda 23,104 6,012 27,373 10,504 66,993 

Tanzania 210 51,579 18,070 5,981 75,840 

Uganda 1,352 5,081 3,880 852 11,165 

DRC 7,660 2,263 1,577 1,078 12,578 

TOT. 32,326 64,935 50,900 18,415 166,576 

      

 
 
 

Background 

Civil unrest erupted on 26 April in Bujumbura after the ruling CNDD-FDD party elected President Pierre 

Nkurunziza on 25 April as its candidate for the 26 June presidential election. Nkurunziza has been in office for two 

terms since 2005, and a broad array of actors warned that an attempt to seek a third term was unconstitutional and 

contrary to the spirit of the 2000 Arusha Peace and Reconciliation Agreement for Burundi that ended a decade of 

civil war in the country. Despite an appeal by the Senate, Burundi’s Constitutional Court determined that President 

Nkurunziza was eligible for re-election – although the Court’s deputy president fled to Rwanda prior to this 

decision. A coup d’état was subsequently launched on 13 May in Bujumbura while President Nkurunziza was at an 

East African Community Summit in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, intended to try to resolve the current crisis in 

Burundi. The coup was rapidly thwarted, and President Nkurunziza returned to the country. 

 

* * * 

The next Flash Update will be issued according to developments in the situation. In the meantime, for further 

information, contact Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer, OCHA Eastern Africa, at conwaym@un.org. To 

receive this and other OCHA Eastern Africa reports, please subscribe at http://bit.ly/1lunDLk 
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